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One more example of self-sacrificing devotion and love of country. Gregory
Goryachev, 45, parishioner of the Church of the Assumption at Zavidovo,
Kalinin region, who in 1915-17 had been a prisoner of war in Germany and
knew German, was mobilized by the Germans as an interpreter. He refused,
and for this reason was killed by them near the neighbouring village of Shirnovo.

The Germans are a dark, fiendish power, bringing evil and sorrow at each
step.

Everlasting shame upon them in the annals of history !

Even the White-Guardists are beginning to feel this shame which sticks to the
German uniform; they frequently make significant remarks to Russian priests.

"I would readily exchange my German uniform for a Russian one," confessed
one White-Guardist interpreter to the priest, the Reverend I. Sokolov, of the
town of Staritsa.

Nothing sinister adheres, or will adhere, to the Russian uniform, i.e. our
Soviet Red Army uniform. . . . This is so because the whole of our great
country, all who live in it, have taken upon themselves, upon their shoulders, the
great and glorious cross of a holy Patriotic war of liberation . . . This is
so because our beautiful native land, from the first day of the war, has put on the
crown of thorns, from under the sharp needles of which the rubies of sacriiicia!
blood besprinkle her brow, in fulfilment of the evangelical command: "Greater
love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his friends.**

And we believe that after the days of suffering for Truth will come a bright
day of resurrection for this Truth in our land and in all the world.

ALEXANDER SMIRNOV.

Archpriest of Moscow.
9 April, 1942,

Thursday in Easter Week.

TO THE MOSCOW PATRIARCHATE
A REPORT BY ARCHPRIEST ALEXANDER VOSKRESENSKY
I have been living in the town of Mozhaisk for about six years. I was at
Mozhaisk both before and after its occupation by the Germans.
While Mozhaisk was in the hands of the Red Army, all was quiet and orderly
there: the troops came and went, the houses remained intact, and if any were
destroyed, it was from above by German aeroplanes. The inhabitants were
not subjected to insults and extortions of any kind.
But then the Germans took Mozhaisk. Immediately all the shops were
broken into. Chests and cupboards were smashed, German soldiers were
running about everywhere in search of booty. They robbed the inhabitants of
their provisions, their warm boots. Once I was walking along the boulevard
and saw the following picture: carcasses of sheep and cows were hanging from
the trees, and poultry and meat were lying on tables. All this had been taken
from the inhabitants. They also took the vegetables. There could hardly be a
citizen who had not been robbed by the Germans.
At last the Red Army returned again to Mozhaisk.   And wliat did the